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BIRTH OF ETHNIC RADIO IN BRISBANE by Henry Zehr

One quiet Saturday in 1978 I received a phone call requesting me to do some accountancy work. My first im-
pression was of a new job with extra remuneration for weekend work. Wrong! The person on the phone was a
client of mine of Slovene ethnic background who became involved in a recently started Community (Ethnic)
Radio Station — 4EB. The station needed a Bookkeeper/accountant, but as it was in no state to pay anyone for
administrative or indeed broadcasting work they asked me if I would be willing to do that job gratis.
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Radio was a very important part of my leisure time. Back in Czechoslovakia — I listened to classical music and
jazz and was very pleased when the victorious US army brought with them — in 1945 - their own broadcasting
stations called AFN (American Forces Network), which, to my great delight, played Glen Miller songs, then
extremely popular — Chattanooga Choo Choo, String of Pearls, In The Mood and also a strange sounding
Woody Woodpecker Song. European stations were far too straight laced to put something like that on.

Earlier, in my teens and during the war I had experimented with a crystal set and later tuned in (bravely) to
British broadcasts in the days when the German occupiers decreed a death sentence on anyone listening to Al-
lied stations.

When [ arrived In Sydney in 1949 my first acquisition was a small radio with one of the stations — 2UE —
boastingofinever bei ng maiighttutielwa alvays Artic.Shaw dliguorish stick (clarinet)
version of F r e nWhsniin.Melbourne I was lucky enough to have a tune played for me over the ether — |
Guess |1 611 get t hleyMiaBioetdrssThe(Gdvarmmengtided th establdh)more stations
but was blocked by its own bureaucracy — which was then the same one as controlled by Australia’s telephone
system. It took two Government inquires before the air was opened up to other stations.

I used to think that broadcasting was controlled by big business and that it was quite complex. It was a chal-
lenge and although I had just recently become a practicing accountant, I decided to accept the position offered



Ethnic Radio Stations are a part of a string of Public Radio Stations, also referred to as Community Stations.
A number of Charitable Institutions and also some bodies with a specific need applied for licences, but the
best organised one was4MBS—-Mu s i ¢  Br o0 a d c adatsicalhngsic Sdtica (a cabam copy of
2MBS in Sydney). It accumulated a good library of music as well as many competent professional announc-
ers, particularly ABC announcers, who became redundant when the ABC stopped playing classical music on
Radio National and transferred that type of programming to FM in Adelaide. An enterprising young doctor
had a show on another station called Dr  JHe zaiged funds which he transferred to 4MBS on their promise
to allocate some time for jazz (that has now expired as there are other stations playing jazz).

4MBS was the first Public Radio station to have a fully equipped studio and broadcasting facilities. There was
a team spirit amongst the Public Radio Stations and in that spirit 4MBS allowed 4EB (the Ethnic Radio Sta-
tion) to use its studio — which in the early days was at the Kelvin Grove campus of the Queensland University
of Technology (QUT).

4EB in turn allowed other bodies to use their studio when they eventually got their own. In those early days
no group could fill in the days’ time fully — hence they allowed others to use their facilities. We eventually
rented our own premises, and were able to improve our equipment with the help from the Federal Govern-
ment. A friend of mine who was a State Government architect designed a brand new studio — in fact two of
them - which allowed one ethnic group to prepare the start of their program whilst another group was finish-
ing theirs.

To my surprise running the station was not so difficult. I pictured a monumental cost for electricity and tele-
phone connecting the studio to the transmitter. Knowing that we had to have a separate line, I pictured the
wire strung from our studio/office all the way to the transmitter, but blissfully, all was much simpler and our
monthly bills were no larger than an average household one.

Ethnic politics invaded proceedings mainly before the fall of communism and also a re-definition of nationali-
ty and language. The groups were defined by language and so we finished up with one German program
which included Germany, Austria, and Switzerland, but 5 groups instead of one Yugoslav one, and two in-
stead of one for Czechoslovakia.

Administering the station was the task of the Board but producing programs fell upon each individual ethnic
group, who elected a convener. At first my job was that of Convenor of the Czechoslovakian group, but when
Gaetano Rando the President of the station relocated to NSW, I was appointed temporary President till elec-
tion in September 1979. It was my task to arrange for training of operators on the ever changing modes: vinyl
33 1/3 and 45, records (78th were gone by then) and cassettes and reel to reel. The Government assisted us
with travel to conventions and purchase of equipment.



Finally, on Ist of December 1979 we had an official opening in Musgrave Park, West End, with Al Grassby
officiating. The opening proceeded in alphabetical order of the nation group and the Czechoslovak group be-
ing then alphabetically the first their operator Vojen Koreis became the first programmer blowing into the mi-
crophone of station 4EB whilst his mates busied themselves with producing ethnic foods. All went well de-
spite a devilish heat.

Many of the initial groups had their origin in a communist country and some of them had problems obtaining
material — musical, news and drama. Czechoslovakia gave no support, but Hungary did. I used my overseas
trip to England to contact the Czech group in London — the BBC - who were able to give me some material on
discs. We had some interesting results of records sent to us from Europe dispatched in just a thick envelope.
Strangely, even though the records were bent and wobbled on the turntable acceptable sounds were produced.

We had some interesting suggestions from an American volunteer broadcaster. They tried to find out what the
feeling was about certain issues in a small community and rather than quizzing the population individually,
they climbed up a water tower and then announced on their radio that whoever was in favour of some action
should activate their flushing toilet. After some time they asked whoever was opposed to that action should
flush the toilet. They could then measure how much water was used to get the result (there are many ways of
finding out the wishes of people).

In the early days of Community radio you could get a timeslot for your group quite easily. I was able to get
time on the station on Christmas Eve at midnight so that I could play my favourite Czech Christmas Mass by
Jan Jakub Ryba.

There are now over 55 Ethnic Groups (in 2016) putting their programs on air, as well as multicultural and oth-
er of community interests. Many of them use material from their national broadcasters and the SBS. Station
4EB is now a digital station broadcasting on FM 98.1 and the Czech broadcasting Group is available on Satur-
day (10.30am) and Wednesday (3.45pm) and Slovak at 6.00pm on Fridays. The pillar of Czechs in Brisbane —
our Karlichek — has been a presenter for over 20 years and could do with some help.

Why don’t you tune in? You may not understand the words but the music could well talk to you.

4 EB CELEBRATES
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7 —16 October, 2018

The main period forRa d i othihyeamwas7 t o 16 O eithalldenation?gBirlg wards improv-
ing the 4EB Studios and technical equipment. Th er e has been more than $7
collect all of those pl eRoplehavetheoption bfimaingn exndediiciible 0
donation or to go into the prize draw to win one of the prizes listed below —

MAJOR PRIZES

A $2000 TRAVEL & ACC OMMODATION VOUCHER.
Courtesy ofCANALE TRAVEL SERVICE, PHONE57 6444

A $500 FOOD & GROCERY VOUCHER.
Courtesy of MEGA CONTINENTAL, PHONE 07 3384 1696

SAMSUNG GALAXY TAB 4. COURTESY OF THE CZECHOSLOVAKIAN CLUB, 28PFIELD STREET, BURBANK.

A RETURN TICKET TO SYDNEY ON ECONOMY CLASS (INCLUSIVE OF ALL TAXES EX BRISBANE) COURTE-
SY OF TARGET TRAVEI& TOURS: PH: 3844 2088

ONE GIFT BASKET OF WELLA HAIR PRODUCTS VALUED AT MORE THAN $200. COURTESY OF ZORBAS HAIR
FASHIONS, CARINDALE SHOPPING CENTRE

ONE GIFT BASKET OF WELLA HAIR PRODUCTS VALUED AT MORE THAN $200. COURTESY OF PC HAIR SA-
LONS, BRISBANE AND SURROUNDING REGIONS

A $150 DINNER VOUCHE R. COURTESY OF THE GREK CLUB, PHo 07 38441166
MINOR PRIZES

ONE OF TWO DOUBLE PASSES for the STORY BRIDGE ADVENTURE CLIMB COURTESY STORY BRIDGE AD-
VENTURE CLIMB, PHONE: 1300 254 627

4EB FM PRIZE PACK VALUED AT MORE THAN $50
(Includes a Polo Shirt, Cap, CD Key Ring, and stickers).

THE MAJOR PRIZE DRAW WILL TAKE PLACE ON MONDAY 12 DECEMBER 2016.

Note- All people who pledge $25 or more will be in the Major Prize Draw. People also have the opportunity to
make a tax deductible donation if they do not wish to enter the Prize Draw. People who donate less than $25
will be eligible for minor prizes.

Donate by visiting www. 4eb.org. au

RADI OTHONMRREG6A DI FFERENCE ANDC®IOINAT&E7 NOW24086
Visit:4d4eb. org.au and follow the prompts
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The next broadcast training session will be at 6pm on Tuesday 6 December.

Radio 4EB is now using social media to reach an even bigger multicultural audience. Click
the LIKE button on Radio 4EB and also the language program you enjoy listening to.
Show your support and get the latest news and information by staying in touch through
Facebook as well our Webpage 4eb.org.au

Panel Licence expires every two years. Please check the membership card for the expiry date. If your
panel licence has expired, please contact the office immediately to organise the renewal notice to be
posted or emailed. The office sends renewal letters at the end of each month.

NO LICENCE —NO PANELLING.

GREAT OFFER FOR ALL 4EB BROADCASTERS $189.00

Now Zoom recording technology is available to everyone. And with an infi-
nite variety of applications, you'll want to take your H1 everywhere. From
musical performances, song writing sessions and rehearsals to seminars,
conferences, journalism or capturing audio for video applications, the H1
gives you clean, clear stereo sound effortlessly. The APH -1 package,
comes with your purchase, includes six additional accessories for the H1. Ona size, Fits all
The package includes a windscreen, a mic stand clip adapter, an adjusta-
ble desktop tripod, a soft case, an AC adapter (USB type) and a USB cable.

Y
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WOMEN’S LUNCHEON 15 OCTOBER 2016.

October has been a very busy month for us all with Radiothon being our main focus on raising

funds for 4EB. But that did not stop the Women's Luncheon going ahead on the 15th October.
Attended by over 30 ladies. The day was perfect and we all enjoyed the opportunity to share

lunch, some great catch up with no stress of having to rush in to do our programs.

We were entertained by our very own Desiree Latour from the French group, she is a Hypno-

therapist, life coach Yoga instructor and Natural Therapist and she gave us some wonderful tips

on relaxation as well as some fun activities.

We were also treated to a Gift Card making workshop by Susan from The Paper Empire. Since

this was our last Luncheon before Christmas , it was perfect timing for us to learn how to make
gift cards and Christmas card. As you can see from the pictures, we all had an opportunity to

be creative, and we even got to keep our cards. If you missed out on the day, The Paper Em-

pire have workshops. Contact Vivienne on 0418 348 299 or vivienne@anton.com.au

Many thanks to both of our presenters for the time that they gave so freely to share with us.

Our Luncheon activity is an open gathering to all women of all ages, at no cost to attend, you
are also invited to bring a friend, maybe you will get some new broadcasters for your program.

As mentioned, this was the last Luncheon for 2016, keep your diary ready for the first 2017;

scheduled close to International Women's Day. We are always looking for new ideas to share

so please don't hesitate to contact us on 3240 8600 or info@4eb.org.au and bring new initia-

tives to the group.

Thank you all for the support during the year, and look forward to 2017 "Women in Radio."

Irene Tavutavu, Secretary of EBAQLd Ltd




Page 8

WHAT' S HAPPENI NG AT 4EB?
NO OPEN CUPS OF DRI NKS, OR FOOD I N THE

ONLY BOTTLED DRI NKS AND CLOSED CONTAI NE

THI S AREA.

MONTHS ACTIVITIES

Ist Broadcast Induction Training
3rd-Executive Meeting

5th Hungarian Gp-AGM
10th-Board Meeting
10th to 13th GMeIAb Comrer enc g |Concession$20.00
12th-Pakistani Gp-AGM Full $3.’0.0.0
13th-Maltese Gp-AGM Organisations $60.00
21st-Convenors’ Meeting
25th to 27th NEMBC Conferengdg-d
27th-Portuguese Gp-AGM

d3ddN3IAON

1st-Executive meeting
3rd-Punjabi Gp-AGM
4th-Multicultural Gp-AGM
8th-Board Meeting
12th-Convenors’ Meeting/Radiothon Prizes draw/End of the Year We are still t
Celebrations

4EB Office closed from S5pm Thursday 22nd of December through
to Tuesday 2nd of January

RADI OTHON 2Q16

A AAAA | A8 -A-a 8o oa s s sy

ti ons.
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NO CONVENORSS®6 MEETI NG I N JANUARS
1 4 EB Office Opens on Tuesday

LT0C AdVNNVTCL

On behalf of all the staff at Radio 4EB, we thank you for all
your hard work, continuous support and endless hours of o —
preparation for the program. %
We all appreciate your efforts.

Adminigtration

-

4th-Finnish Gp-AGM MEMBERSHI PS JFERS

a ki




Above — The President,
Nick Dmyterko,
receiving a cheque from the
Indian Convenor, Shyam
Das. A generous donation of
$1000 from the Indian
Programming Group from the
proceeds raised during the
Namaste Festival. Many of
4EB volunteers attended
either working at the event or
enjoying the festivities.

There are many celebrations
throughout the year and there
is the Nepalese Festival in
November which will be
occurring on Friday 11
November with a parade and
performances and then on
Saturday 12 November with
more performances and a
food festival.
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CELEBRETE CULTURE | \EXPERIENCENATURE
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Date: 12 November 2016 | Venue : King George Square | Time: 11AM

WAND Rustraila Queensiand State Coordination Counct) is celling Tor Sponsarship lor Hopal festival 2016 Urtsbane

Blggest Nepalese Event In Queensiand

Emaik suimanshinghc gmailcom | call: 0406441002
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Thaai Tamil School 5™ Annual Cultural Day

The "Thaai Tamil School (TTS)” is part of the After Hours Ethnic Schools Association (AHES) and
holds language classes on Saturday afternoons at three locations in Brisbane; Sunnybank, Springfield and
Bracken Ridge. The 5th Annual Cultural Event was held on the 22nd October, 2016 at Sunnybank State
High School, Sunnybank. The purpose of the event is to promote the language skills of our students and
the rich culture to the wider community. There were 87 school students participating who showcased
their wonderful talents and achievements, with 500 people attending, helping to make this as a successful
event.

Special Guests for the event were Mr. Peter Russo MP, Member for Sunnybank, Mr. Nagalingam Rama-
nalingam, Brisbane Tamil School President and Ms. Irene Bayldon Tavutavu . The TTS cultural event
was sponsored by many community businesses such as Global convenience store, Excel, Dosa mela, star
promotional products and individuals as well. 4EB Tamil Oli Radio who was the media sponsor that sup-
ported the event by donating a perpetual trophy for the TTS student who won the Thirukural ( Ancient
Tamil poem consisting of 1330 verses) competition. The 2016 Annual cultural event was coordinated by
one of the volunteer teachers Mr. Siva Kailasam.

= -‘; ANA
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"Your Muttcuitung

Community Rada®
BECOME A MEMBER

Mr. Peter Russo MP & Tamil Oli Members Ms. Irene Bayldon
Event coordinator Tavutavu
& TTS Vice Presi-
dent

Thaai Tamil School Students in action
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Two Scaottish listeners who never miss a program, Janice and lan Wallace from Acacia Ridge,

and ADicedo who also a |istens to the program, with
Program.

lan and Janice made a special trip in to Kangaroo Point to meet Broadcasters Heather and

Sam Heron after a recent Sunday Scottish Global digital program. They are also avid listeners

of the regular weekly ~ Thursday 4EBFM 98.1 Scottish program.

The Scottish program is blessed with many wonderful listeners who are also financial mem-

bers who never miss a program. It is their ongoing support that motivates our Broadcasters

and Panel Operators to strive to produce interesting programs.

Every Thursday and Sunday pr ogram includes the | atest Scottish
and every Thursday program includes the latest Scottish News and Weather and a sharing of
information about | ocal Scottish Events in our ADat

about Scotland in general.

Every Thursday between 2.15 and 4.30 pm with our AWEE BITHURERYISCOT
we concentrate almost exclusively on Scotland while trying to give everyone listening an ex-

perience of Scotland for two and quarter hours. Different ears take different messages from

each program. The older Scots may have feelings of nostalgia while younger Scots may learn

something new and interesting to them. For those with no real Scottish connection we trust

that they find it interesting and that the wide variety of music, always including bagpipes and

a song in the Scottish Gaelic, is lively and to their liking. Music fortunately knows no bounda-
ries or nationalities. A lively happy tune is |ivel
We al so are on Facebook, fiRadi o 4EBFM 98. 1 Scotti sh

at scottish@4eb.org.au
Sam Heron, Scottish Convenor
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A night of the Serbian Arts

In September 2016, Convenor for Serbian group, Stanka Vuletic, attended a night of the
Serbian Arts at BEMAC

The evening started with contemporary Serbian Au

Ne di moas she took the audience on a visual tour through the streets of Belgrade with

her etchings and digital prints series fAFragments
Vesnab6s artworks are a window into Belgrade, an ol
Vesna KNadtamoisa tontemporary visual artist who graduated from Queensland

College of Art, Griffith University in 2010, with a Bachelor of Fine Art majoring in
Interdisciplinary Print Media, specialising in Art Theory and Contemporary Australian

Indigenous Art.

She has received the Griffith Award for Academic Excellence (2008) and was recognised
nationally as a finalist in the Port Jackson Press Australia Graduate Printmaking Award

(2011), the Print Council of Australia Print Commission (2013), the Burnie Print Prize

(2015), the Rick Amor Print Prize  (2015) and the Brisbane Art Prize (2016).

Vesna and Stanka, Convenor of the Serbi

Listen to the Serbian program on Tuesdays from 8.30pm to 10.00pm and Sundays from
6.00am to 7.30am.

an

prog
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Welcomefest 2016
4EB joined the celebration of Welcome on Sunday the 2 " of October at the Annerley
Soccer fields. Many thanks to Vahid Fazel from the Persian group, who not only took

charge of the OB Van, but stayed all day to promote 4EB to those who attended the
Festival. Vahid was on to his second day of volunteering as he had been at the Per-
sian Festival on day before, Saturday n21st october , where he was busy promoting
the Persian program and signing up new members.

Thanks to Wolfgang and Marianne for visiting us and providing the photos.

If you want to get involved at any of the community event, please contact the office.
Volunteers are always welcome.
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Photos from the
WELCOMEFEST at Annerley
Sunday 2nd October 2016
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4EB would like to thank our sponsors, please support them.

The Board of Directors, Staff and volunteers would like to thank all our sponsors for their continuous

support. Their contributions are a vital element of the Station.
If you wish to advertise at 4EB or Global, please email us at

The station offers competitive prices to
team and office staff to give advise to prospective businesses to achieve quality ads.

e ' I

FINANCIALS

Allcare Inala Medical Centre
Stop 2, Ezy Sheppng Plam, Inda
hitp:/nearyouau.com

EMIOFERGAEONAL ALCOSOD @Yo TEND

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SPONSORS.

info@4eb.org.au or call (07) 3240 8600
suit

«61 7 3387 6444

Mega Continental Foods

Contact Silvia on (07) 3240 8600 or email

info@4eb.org.au if you have any sponsor who may be interested in supporting the station. Your
group will receive 25% commission once the sponsorship is finalised and paid in full. This is a

great way to raise money and promote the station.

Stick 'em  on your fridge,  Stick 'em Stick

'em on your letterbox , Stick ‘em

Stick 'em everywhere.

Be the envy of all your friends, Impress your neigh-
bours.

The new 4EB and Global Stickers

office now!

on your car,
on ya dog,

are available at the

If your group is taking the OB Van for an activity, please let the office know
what would you like to take with you on the day. We can prepare member-
ships, program guides, stickers (when available), pens and banners. Write
down any item when you complete the OB request form

Oxygen Youth Radio
Show
merchandise

Now available from 4EB Office
in sizes 10 and 12.

Listen to Oxygen on Friday 9.15pm to 10.00pm

If you have any
community event
you want adver-
tised just email
them to
info@4eb.org.au

OFFICE HOURS:

Monday to Friday
8.30am to
5.00pm

Public Holidays
CLOSED

sponsor 6s




you on 98.1

>

> LOBAL

4EB FM SHARING THE WORLD WITH YOU ON 98.1 FM

4EB is a not -for -profit community radio station that is formally known as the Ethnic Broadcasting
Association of Queensland Limited (EBAQ), Radio 4EB was formed by a group of Brisbane resi-
dents interested in creating an ethnic radio station with broadcasting commencing in 1979.

The station has made its mark as one of the most successful ethnic community radio stations in
Australia with over 4000 members in more than 50 cultural groups from around the world.

The success of the station is due to a combination of more than 700 volunteers, a small but dedi-
cated team of staff and state of the art technology to broadcast information, entertainment and

education out to listeners.

The Radio 4EB signal range is from Northern NSW and the Gold Coast sweeping up the coast
through Brisbane, Toowoomba and all the way up to Gympie, informing our listeners of the many
local events, services and activities within our communities.

Program Guide for Global

Monday

The Wire 5.30pm to 6pm
Tamil 7pm to 8pm
Filipino 9pm to 10pm
Persian 10pm to 11pm
Tuesday

The Wire 5.30pm to 6pm
Persian 7pm to 8pm
Filipino 9pm to 10pm
Wednesday

The Wire 5.30pm to 6pm
Tamil 7pm to 8pm
Romanian 8pm to 9pm
Filipino 9pm to 10pm

Fair Comment 1.30pm to 2pm
2pm to 4pm
The Captain Hrs 4pmto 5pm
5.30pm to 6pm
6pm to 8pm
8pm to 9pm
9pm to 10pm

Studi o DO6Essai

8am to 9.00am
Stories
4.30pm to 5.30pm
5.30pm to 6pm
6pm to 7pm
7pm to 8pm
9pm to 10pm

Multicultural

Vietnamese

Saturday

Samoan 10am to 3pm
Slovenian 3pm to 5pm
Dutch 5pm to 6pm
French 6pm to 7pm
Tamil 7pm to 8.00
Cantonese 8pm to 9pm

10pm to 11.00pm

Sunday
TelBgu3 0 p m8amdo 9@m 3 0 p m
Swara Lahari  9am to 10am

Scaottish 2pm to 3pm
Punjabi 4pm to 6pm
Tamil 7pm to 8pm
Samoan 8pmto 11pm

Global...Broadcasting in your language online and on your Digital Radio




